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Section 1: Introduction 

Birmingham Friends of the Earth welcomes the opportunity to comment on the WMITA strategic 
transport plan. 

Although as group we would normally limit our responses to issues within the area covered by 
Birmingham City Council, in this case it has not been possible to do so given the complex nature of the 
cross boundary and regional issues considered by the WMITA Strategy. It is likely that our comments 
could duplicate those made by FOE groups in other parts of the West Midlands and we would therefore 
like to apologise for any such duplications which may occur. 

Section 2: Challenges 

We believe that the strategy identifies the challenges and are encouraged to see that the links between 
air pollution, health and more active travel choices are recognised. It should also be recognised some 
of these issues are inextricably linked with social well-being. We also note the contribution the West 
Midlands can make towards achieving the national target of reducing carbon emissions by 80%. 

Section 3: Vision
 
We broadly agree with the Vision, and are pleased to see that improvement in air quality is a key 
component. However, we believe that a fundamental component has not been included. That is the 
need to reduce travel by integrating land use planning with transport.  Most people would much prefer 
good quality services and employment opportunities to be locally available rather than having to make 
lengthy journeys to reach them. The use of technologies such as video conferencing and home working
provides further and growing opportunities to reduce the need to travel. Mechanisms and policies 
should therefore be included which facilitate a reduction in the need to travel.   

Although the vision has objectives which should see increased use of alternatives to the private car it 
should include an explicit objective of achieving modal shift away from the private car and reduce the 
number of car journeys in absolute numbers in spite of the predicted growth in population. If this is not 
achieved, then many of the other objectives are unlikely to be attained.   

We believe that an aspiration to improve air quality can only be achieved by increased monitoring 
accompanied by ambitious targets with the goal that ultimately, no parts of the West Midlands ITA area 
should be designated as AQMAs.

While we concur with the eight objectives identified by the Vision, in ECON1 and ECON 2 we believe 
that localisation of the economy and greater economic independence of the region is essential if the 
objectives of improved economic well-being and inclusivity are to be achieved. We would like to see this
included within the economic objectives.

Section 4: Approach
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In section 4.3 we are concerned to see that the long term approach is to merely provide for the 
predicted increased demand in travel. We believe it will not be possible to cater for such demand even 
if it is done in as sustainable a manner as possible, without serious environmental and health 
consequences which may ultimately undermine the local economy. Although many of the policies in this
strategy will lead to greater use of the  alternatives to the car, car journeys will continue to grow in 
parallel with journeys undertaken by other modes. 

Rather than providing for any predicted increase in travel, we believe a more subtle approach should be
adopted in which travel demand is effectively managed and the overall need to travel is reduced. This 
could be achieved by a number of means, including greater integration of land use planning with 
transport planning, using new technology e.g. home working and video conferencing, and soft 
measures such as working with large employers to reduce employee journeys. 

In section 4.4 and 4.5 we note the chosen path for transport strategy will include new road capacity for 
cars and freight vehicles. We believe that increased capacity of this nature will conflict with many of the 
objectives already detailed in Section 3.0 and should therefore not be a feature of the WMITA Strategic 
Transport Plan. 

We are pleased to see that in section 4.7 it is accepted that adding significant highway capacity in 
congested urban areas creates more traffic and exacerbates the very congestion and air pollution 
problems which the additional capacity is attempting to remedy. However some of the proposed policies
such as those mentioned in Section 4.4 and 4.5 (increasing capacity for cars and road freight) will do 
exactly this, and appear to be in contradiction to the evidence  referred to in Section 4.7.

Sections 4.11 to 4.17 discuss national and regional connectivity. We would like to see the document 
focus on regional and local connectivity to ensure a localised and independent west midlands economy.
We do not accept the argument that links such as HS2 will automatically provide economic benefits. 
However, we believe that HS2 could be more beneficial if it could be used by through freight services 
from Europe via the Channel Tunnel. Its continental loading gauge will enable it to accommodate freight
trains of continental sized rolling stock from Europe in the same way that HS1 already does to the 
London Gateway Terminal. 

In Section 4.15, we note the aspiration to integrate the M6 Toll into the wider highway network to relieve
the congestion off the M6. The scheme has failed to relieve congestion on the M6 as it was originally 
expected to do.  We would urge that schemes similar to this should not be considered in the future.

In Section 4.17 we note the proposed M54 to M6 link motorway which we do not believe is necessary 
and may further result in increased traffic volumes and pollution.

We support the  Camp Hill Chords, Water Orton capacity enhancements and the electric spine. 
However we believe that the priority list should also include the reopening of the south-west to north-
east rail link from Stourbridge through Dudley and Walsall to Burton on Trent. This would provide 
valuable extra freight capacity and avoid the congestion and conflicts with passenger trains in the 
Birmingham area. We also believe this is necessary to relieve congestion to enable the proposed 
introduction of the local service on the Camp Hill line. 
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Regarding the Metropolitan Rail and Rapid Transport Network discussed in Section 4.18,  we are 
pleased to see the proposal of a rail and rapid transport network integrated with local bus networks. We
would like to see the possibility of seamless journeys made possible by smart and interchangeable 
ticketing. However, given the numerous operators currently delivering bus services in the West 
Midlands, we believe that a new structure would be required to make this happen akin to the regulated 
competitive tendering model used in London.

In Section 4.25 (Metropolitan Main Road Network), we strongly support the policy to reallocate road 
space to public transport and cyclists. Schemes for junction improvements should integrate suitable 
provision for cyclists and pedestrians so that they may safely  and efficiently negotiate the junctions.

We welcome the concept of the metropolitan cycle network (Section 4.30) which will make cross 
boundary journeys easier. We believe that the strategy should set a target expenditure of £10 per 
person per year later increasing to £20 to ensure that infrastructure of a suitable standard can be 
provided and maintained. 

We regard the target of 10% of all journeys in the West Midlands metropolitan area to be made by bike 
by 2033 as far too low and over too long a time frame. A target of 10% for 2025 should be set with 
interim targets in the years leading up to this.  

In the section 4.33 to 4.55, which deals with the Local Tier, we are pleased to see the importance given 
to area-wide 20mph limits to create safer and more attractive walking and cycling environments.

We fully endorse the all of the key transport priorities for the Local Tier on page 22. 

Section 4.54 Revenue based operations and supporting policies. We strongly agree that effective 
enforcement of bus lanes and parking restrictions is key to maintaining healthy and vibrant local centres
and supporting walking cycling and public transport. 

Section 6: Funding 
Section 6 makes reference to numerous sources of funding. We believe there are a number of other 
sources of funding which have not been mentioned but should be considered.

 Low emission zones. Fines and charges collected from infringements of regulations could be used 
to fund and develop low or no emission transport, environmental improvements and pollution 
monitoring stations.

 A work place parking levy could be used as a source of funding for public transport, cycling and 
pedestrian improvement schemes.
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