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Dear Sirs

Re: Birmingham Development Plan – Modifications and Sustainability Appraisal

Please find below our comments on the BDP for your consideration.

We generally support the inspectors comments and would like to see these implemented in the 
plan, in particular:

Planning for Growth (PG1, PG2, PG3): Cross referencing to the creation of sustainable 
neighbourhoods (Policy TP26) and protection of existing environmental qualities of the City.

Spacial Delivery of Growth (GA1, GA2, GA3, GA4, GA5, GA6, GA7, GA8, GA9, GA10): Ensuring 
the balanced growth, benefits spreading to deprived communities, and whilst not degrading 
environmental quality including greenspace and air quality. Referencing of environmental and 
design quality.

Environment & Sustainability (TP1, TP2, TP3, TP4, TP5, TP6, TP7, TP8, TP9, TP10, TP11, TP12, 
TP13, TP14, TP15, TP15A: Increased cross referencing to key relationships, such as green 
infrastructure and climate change. Policy TP9 should (Open Space, Playing Fields and Allotments) 
should have further clearer links to Policy TP7 (Green Infrastructure) (and vice versa) 
to demonstrate how these closely related policies are related and need to be delivered together.

Economy & Network of Centres (TP16, TP17, TP18, TP19, TP20, TP21, TP22, TP23, TP24, 
TP25): Reference to partner strategies on education and social inclusion should be added, as 
would cross-referencing of policies, for example in relation to tourism and environmental 
protection. More clarification on how city centre regeneration and investment will not predjudice 
development in other local centres and achieve prosperity in these areas too.

Homes & Neighbourhoods (TP26, TP27, TP28, TP29, TP30, TP31, TP32, TP33, TP34, 
TP35): Reference to Sustainable neighbourhoods in all related policies to demonstrate an 
integrated approach to housing strategy across the City, anticipating future approaches to its 
spatial character. Redevelopment ares should be used to pioneer some initiatives. Further 
explanation should also be given regarding mix and tenure of replacement housing and whether 
balanced communities can be encouraged when municipal housing estates are renewed without a 
loss of social housing.

The addressing of issues surrounding sustainable transport, especially for new developments and 
those in the Green Belt, as the latter is especially lacking in current provision and would otherwise 
likely become a car dependent community. The promotion and implementation of sustainable 
neighbourhoods will help to address this and we support wholeheartedly. The linking of policies of 
sustainable neighbourhoods, local centres and sustainable transport should be made to recognise 
that these are dependent on each other.
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The inclusion and linking of objectives regarding green infrastructure with sustainable transport 
(walking and cycling in particular), sustainable communities and population health should be 
improved. These issues are heavy linked in the real world. We would also welcome the linking of 
air pollution and walking and cycling , with the latter being part of the solution to the former.

We welcome the request for more use of district heating system, especially in dense urban areas 
and in those areas to receive large scale regeneration, as a means of improving energy efficiency 
and carbon emissions, as well as reducing heating costs for low income households. The 
inspector’s push for the council to plan for a network of CHPs should be taken forward for inclusion
in the final plan.

We support the call for land and resources to be used efficiently and that all should be done to 
prevent building on open spaces, with existing areas being made more dense and a high level of 
density of housing achieved in new urban extensions.

We welcome the linking of Polices TP9 (Open Space, Playing Fields and Allotments) and 
TP7 (Green Infrastructure) (and vice versa) given their interconnected nature.

Better explanation of the means of ensuring a mix of housing and tenure, as well as the retention 
of social housing in redevelopment sites should be provided.

We welcome the multiple calls for comprehensive monitoring of progress on the results ‘on the 
ground’ to ascertain if the plan is working well or not. We feel this especially important for 
air pollution, social inclusion, health, biodiversity and carbon emissions. With good monitoring it will
be easier to spot if the city is making the positive changes it needs to make and if the plan is 
working as it should.

We support calls for provision for independent retail outlets and independent businesses generally.

We hope this proves useful.

Yours Sincerely

Ben Mabbett
Planning Campaigner
For and on behalf of Birmingham Friends of the Earth
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