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Birmingham plants seeds of doubt over Shell’s green image

Shell’s neighbours dish the dirt the oil company would rather keep buried

Front line campaigners from South Africa, Ireland and Nigeria arrive in Digbeth this week to tell the truth about the oil giant Shell. They will give a talk this Thursday (19th October) at 7.30pm in The Warehouse Café, 54-57 Allison Street, Digbeth. It is a rare opportunity for Birmingham to learn about the hidden side of the company whose fuel so regularly fills our cars, from the people who know it best. 

Desmond D’Sa (Durban, South Africa), Ifieniya Lott (Niger Delta, Nigeria) Terry Clancey (County Mayo, Ireland) give us their opinions of Shell’s hypocritical sponsorship of the prestigious Wildlife Photographer of the Year competition at the Natural History Museum, together with their experiences of living with Shell and the devastating effects they have had to face. The company tried to appear green by investing $200m into renewable energy last year, though in reality this was only 1.1 percent of its 2005 total capital investment. In contrast, 69 percent ($12,046m) of Shell's new capital investment in 2005 was spent looking for yet more oil and gas. [1] Here in Birmingham we have the chance to see the real impact on the wildlife, environment and people affected by Shell's operations around the world. Is Shell a wildlife champion? Find out in Digbeth this Thursday.

Louise Twist, of Birmingham Friends of the Earth says:

“By sponsoring the Wildlife Photographer of the Year Award Shell is trying to buy itself a green image instead of really cleaning up their act. Were there a Wildlife Destroyer of the Year competition, Shell would definitely be in for an award.”

ENDS
Notes to editors

[1] http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/press_releases/shell_vs_bp_who_is_perform_27072006.html

[2] Info on why Shell activists are working with Friends of the Earth:
http://www.foe.co.uk/campaigns/corporates/news/shell_public_meetings_2006.html?ic_number=800251&m_sourcecode=CA0600CAEM

[3] Poster with details of speaker event:
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/event_background_documents/shell_meeting_birmingham.pdf
Contact: Chris Williams (Tel: 0121 632 6909, Mob: 07811 428 682)
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