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Government's Nuclear Fix!

The Government's widely anticipated Energy Review was published yesterday (11 July) which will form the basis of Britain's future energy policy. 

The review was received with disappointment by Birmingham Friends of the Earth who believe the government has missed a golden opportunity to build a sustainable, low-carbon, nuclear free Britain.

The Energy Review has stated that nuclear power will form part of the UK's energy policy despite widespread opposition and fears over safety and nuclear waste disposal. Birmingham Friends of the Earth believes  security of supply can be realised without a new generation of nuclear reactors. By placing emphasis on expansion of renewable energy sources, such as solar, wind and tidal, in conjunction with energy efficiency measures, the energy requirements of the UK can still be met. The Governments decision to pursue the nuclear option leads the environmental pressure group to fear that the    most appropriate path to a sustainable future, investment in renewables and energy efficiency, will be overshadowed in this debate.

Tom Morris, Birmingham Friends of the earth, says; 

'The Government's energy review has failed to live up to our expectations. We hoped to see the Government take on board the views of the environmental movement as well as that of the general public and banish nuclear power to the past. Since the review was commissioned, the government has consistently undermined its findings by framing the debate in favour of the nuclear option. This obscures the important role that renewable energy sources combined with energy efficiency measures can play in meeting demand.' 

'By commissioning this review, the Government had a real opportunity to ensure that future generations could grow-up in a sustainable Britain free of the legacy of nuclear power. This is a dangerous and outdated form of energy generation which gives the green light to other states to pursue their own nuclear programmes. At a time when we are concerned with the security implications relating to the proliferation of nuclear technology, the Government's decision can only be viewed as a retrograde step in energy policy.'

Friends of the Earth is calling on the Energy Review to: 

• Make the UK a world leader in the development of renewable energy. The Government has set a target for 15 percent of the UK's energy to be generated from renewable sources by 2015. However without more ambitious policies which promote a wider range of renewable electricity sources the Government is unlikely to achieve this target, or even begin to tap the enormous potential of renewable energy sources. 

• Reduce the demand for electricity through new energy efficiency measures: there is the potential to reduce electricity consumption by around 10% percent in the UK by 2020. The government must do far more to promote energy-efficiency policy for industry, the commercial and retail sector and households. If nothing is done, demand will continue to grow. 

• Ensure fossil fuels are used in the most efficient way possible through the promotion of combined heat and power schemes, decentralised energy systems and technologies for `cleaner coal' making power stations `capture ready' for when carbon capture and storage becomes available. 

• Make substantial cuts in other sectors – such as transport - too. Last year the Tyndall Centre for Climate Change research published a report warning that all householders, motorists and businesses will have to reduce their carbon dioxide pollution to zero if the growing aviation industry is to be incorporated into Government climate change targets for 2050 

• Introduce a new law to ensure that UK carbon dioxide emissions are cut every year, A climate change law called for by The Big Ask, Friends of the Earth’s climate campaign, already has the backing of most MPs and 75 per cent of the population. 

For more information see Friends of the Earth website at www.foe.co.uk
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