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PHOTO OPPORTUNITY on Friday 30th March, Time to be arranged. 
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30 Years’ War for the Environment: A Celebration

Same building, outstanding changes

Birmingham Friends of the Earth (FOE) members and associates from the past and present will be gathering to celebrate 30 years since their move into 'The Warehouse' this Sunday, 1st April 2007 [1]. An afternoon of celebration of achievements and memories in and around the building will be accompanied by live music, games and refreshments in neighbouring Shaw's Passage.

With its move into the Warehouse, 54-57 Allison St, Birmingham Friends of the Earth created the image for the area which has been described as the 'centre of Birmingham's green activism'[2]  and initiated the beginning of the area’s green heritage. Some of our neighbours include British Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BTCV), an Eco Church, an 'urban conservation area' frequented by popular and a rare bird species [3], a hostel, 8 long-standing family homes and the Polish Community Church Centre. At the time when everyone was rushing headlong into the countryside, creating urban sprawl and car-dependent commuting, Birmingham FOE committed itself to the city centre. The consequences of that sprawl are today all too obvious, so much so that just down the road a previous umbrella factory is now being converted into city centre living units.   

Over the last thirty years Birmingham Friends of the Earth Ltd. have employed numerous members of staff on a variety of projects. In that time there have also been many diverse tenants of the building, including Muesli Base, a wholefood warehousing operation which received the last ever canal boat delivery to the city centre, a recycled paper round and a home energy insulation scheme. As these projects became businesses in their own right, they moved out of the building and across the city and region as a whole.  More recently our tenants have included Brumcan, an aluminium can recycling project, a potter, Paperback, a wholesale supplier of recycled paper products and Balsall Heath Jungle, a community tree planting programme. 

The Warehouse remains active in all things green, attempting to make the building as efficient as possible, having installed solar panels on the roof for water heating and mobile phone charging, additionally we have plans for a wind turbine and potentially a combined heat and power system. Today the building houses, among others, Birmingham Friends of the Earth, Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, Sprocket Cycles, the Warehouse Cafe, and The One Earth Shop which is one of the only two specialised vegan shops in the UK.

Chris Crean, long standing campaigner at Friends of the Earth said: "In the last 30 years the Warehouse has played its part in the local community, won and lost battles, and experienced the help and dedication of countless activists. We have every intention of staying here until we have made Birmingham green and the organisation no longer needs to exist!"
INTERVIEWS AVAILABLE: Contact details at bottom. 

ENDS

Notes to editors

[1] Birmingham FOE negotiated the purchase of 54-57Allison Street from the Gooch Estate and moved in on 1st April, 1977. 

[2] Button, John. The Green Guide to England. (Green Print, 1989) p.104.

[3] Black Redstart has been identified as foraging in the wildlife area adjacent to the building on Shaw's Passage.

Currently in the Warehouse:

Birmingham Friends of the Earth.

Birmingham Environmental Education Project. (BEEP)

West Midlands Friends of the Earth.

Pushbikes.

Black Environment Network.

Birmingham Trades Council

Localise West Midlands

The Warehouse Cafe.

One Earth Shop.

Sprocket Cycles.

Birmingham Airport Anti-Noise Group. (BANG)

Society for Anglo-Chinese Understanding. (SACU) 

Birmingham Local Exchange Trading Scheme.

West Midlands Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament.
Contact: Chris Crean, Friends of the Earth, 0121 643 9117 

or 07720 147 330
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